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or THE ANTIQUITIES anD PRESENT STATE or THE 


COUNTY PALATINE oF DURHAM. 
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- ORD BAC ON ee G that Fee „Want uch 
Inventories of every thing in Art and Nature, as. rich- Men have of 
their Eſtates. As Diſcoveries and Deſcriptions multipſyz ſome fall back inte 
Obſcurity, and others preſs forward into Light, ws a while We wiſh to 

. retrieve them, and as our Knowledge advances, We would know bow far 
that of our Forefathers went, and would derive. aſſiſtance from it. 


Hiſtory has been defined by ſome Writers; the Regiſter of Ages paſt, and 
the Mirror of the preſent; but in whatever light We view it, either of In- 
ſtruction, Intelligence, or Amuſement, the Hiftory of our own Country 
will always be reckoned the moſt uſeful and entertaining. Whatever more 
immediately concerns: ourſelves, neceſſarily becomes the ſtriking Object of 
our Attention; and in this reſpe&, the fliiory of our ſeveral Counties, 
though poſſibly leſs pleaſing than many other parts of Hiſtory, may be ren- 
dered the moſt. uſeful to thoſe Perſons, who bear a NERO 0 ps R 
en by Habitarion, ee or Deſcent. _ 8 


n f promiſing train. among: Us i in he, laſt 


2 . 


Antiquarian Li terature * 


a Century, till our unkappy Conteſts involved all good Learning in one com- 


mon e with Religion and good Manners: This Age is happy in 
poſſeſſing ſo much of the {pirit of 1 laſt, chat the taſte for Britifh Antiqui- 
ties daily encreaſes, and. ike growing n of Antiquarian de ointa 
out new Enquiries, The eagerneſs with which every 5 5 on the ſubject wt 

_ after is evidence, o * 1 A ertien. 1 3 Rodk 
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Thoft 90 habethitherts) weaned] our Topog maphichl Lass ſeem to 


1 Have trodden only in mazes overgrown with Thorns, neglecting the flow- 


ery Paths with which the Wilderneſs of Qbſcurity is diverſified : Futile 
Etymologies, verboſe Diſquiſitions, crouds of Canterbury Stories and Le- 
enn 1 Padignees} lying Epitaphs, liſts of Landholders, and ſuch 
6 arrago, thrown together without method, make the bulk of our County 
1 — Hiſtories: Such works bring the ſtudy of Antiquities into difgrace with the 
| -- Generality, and diſguſts the ew” candid Curioſity . — Whoever ſits down 
| to compile the Hiſtory and Antiquities of a County or Town, ſhould con- 
bo. fine the Eyidence he collects from Books and Manuſcripts, by Inſpection of 
; Places deſeribed. '— The face of the Country, and the Monuments renain- 
ing on it, are as intereſting, as the progreſs of Deſcents, or Revolutions of 
Property. — Injudicious and Sedentary Compilers, find it much eaſier to 
arrange. Materials put into their hands, than to ramble about and examine 
| every remnatit of Antiquity; Fatigue and Expence are made (excuſes for 
| | Indolence or want of Judgment, when a proper Correſpondence with iritelli- 
5 gent Perſons would help to much Information, and correct or confirm that 
already received. -- It is acknowledged ſuch Works require time, and tho? 
there are ſome caſes, in which it were to be wiſhed diligent Collectors were 
; - more forward to oblige the Public with their Labours, this Study fuffers by 
pf nothin g fo much, as by productions hurried into light, without proper 
£ _Correttneſs and maturity. Next to the Vncertainty unavoidable in ſuch 
Purſuits, and an injudicious uſe, of Materials already collected, nothing is 
| | more perplexing th an to find no uſe at all made of many Monuments and 
3  Evidences, obvious to a careful Inquirer, but more expoſed to the ravages | 
vf Time and Accident. We ſhall often find ſuch Traditions annexed to theſe 


as lead to the Hiſtory of the Monuments ee — and Traditions are | 
* no means to be Genes! 


A an win bes of Writers this K ha ab in every pe- 
xiod for ſo many Centuries, We might have expected before this, that ſome 
.. onethould hay turned his, thoughts to a Hiſtory of the Caunty Palatine of 
g Durhon, ſo ſingularly diſtinguiſhed by its peculiar Privileges, and whoſe Hil- 
tory is important in itſelf, and particularly intereſting to its Inhabitants. 
The, The peeblar, circumſtance; of having enjoyed a Palatinate Juriſdiction, a 
Monarchy of itſelf, a complete” Imperium in Imperio for 10 many. Centuries, 


Yenders the Account of it more ehen and 1 ge _ N other | 
5 its. OO Pagrincegg, e „„ * . 


Durzrana fila inden 2% & Stela. 
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0 „ren the Grit ER4blihment: of chetſiat; Wa: wantedenot Monks taregord 
the Public Tranſactions, and the minuteſt detail of Religious and Civ; 
Controverſy found a place in their Records. Exery Religions that coul 
Write or read (at a time when nobody elſe could) entered int his on, 
like a good Houſewife: in her 8 the Atchievements or Diſt 
his Brethren and Countrymen, and ſuch as had not Wit enough to be! 2 0 
ginal Authors, had at leaſt . 60 be on 109 en 8 „„ i 

- he Credulity of others to their nu. | 
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lt was not till the Monks were e turned u 400 the? invention 6 5 Pris 
ting had given Circulation to every Improvement the Mind enlarged co ih 
| make, that We began to be acquainted With: the face of bur awn: Country. 
N 
The firſt that undertook to open the, way was LzLaxp, z at then molt critical 
Period, when our Antiquities were on the point of being e in 
Ruins of our Religious Foundations; but his Works are on nly, the Outlines 
and Materials of à greater Plan, which he enjoyed neither Life nor Real on 
to finiſh, and tho Deſolation marked his way, We mult yenerate, his . 
| geſted Reſearches, as the Firſt-Fruits of Antiquarian Science ng, Us, 
lt What he did was faithful, what he N was . and noble nn 14 — 
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© CAMDEN, whoſe Genius for Antiquities was innate, was Arft; put u n 
4 ane g 1 to . and Britain to e Theſe two ae 
r Co OE Tait tele hr 7254 


Wo In I 590 an Ante werfan EY was Feen of FRO a the A, names „ | 
in our Republic of Letters, whoſe Members produced Works that wilt do . 1 
honor to themſelves and their Country. AR 1 5 1 1 


The ſucceeding Calamities of Civil Broils, ulcer DT itt. and * 
Wat $WORTH to preſerve our Monaſtic, in which fo man Wee Treaſt 
are included: Every one knows, what We owe to them r the N nin 


AMON 9 e . | 5 | 91 
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While Gn was «Elida i in 4 { Generel Deſcription of the 0 
AMBARDE! and ERPRSWICK E caught the happy Contagion, and let 
. their cir Hiſtories - of Rent and an and Were . follower "Y $ 
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But of the 905 Counties in 1 
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As a regular then and well digeſted Hiſtory of the County 'of Durham 
33, for theſe ſeveral reaſons, ſo peculiarly intereſting to its Irthabitants, at 
the ſame time as it is ſingularly curious and important in itſelf; it may be 
natural to enquire, what Collections have been made for compiling a Narr- 

| tive of it, and what Materials exiſt either in Print or Manuſcript = ſuch a 
ö laudable Undertaking. — The Manuſcript Materials are much more numer- 
| -ous and valuable than the Printed ones, for in reality, what the Preſs has 
hitherto produced relative to this County, is trifling, defective not only in 
Method but 3 in 1 Matter, and by no means equal t to the intrinſic merit FO: re 


| = Subject. 


1 The e do collections * by Mr. MI. 7 ex E To Ds. "Hs so 
Dr. SM1TH and Dr. HN TER for this County are yet with-held from 
the Public, and Mr. SEARMAN“'s Intention proved abortive; Want of 
Materials cannot be complained of here. The. Cotton Library is hardly better 
ſtock'd with the Records of any Cathedral or County in Englands than that 
of Durham, and the Britiſh Muſeum with the Libraries and Public Offices at 
L afford the lame. — but Acceſs to the latter i is no alicult to be 


The | Hiſtory of an 8 to render it ae 3 g or 8 ; 

requires ſome. ; of any of the nature of the Soil, its Products, Manufact- 
- ures, antient Buildings, local Antiquities, and principal Sepulchral Monu- 
ments; together with ſome Narrative of its Eecigſiaſtica! Concerns, and in 
ſuch a County as that of Durham, its very pesuliar Civil ones. — Not to 
mention that the City. of Durham. is bannen important. of ſelf, to demand 
2 ſingle and an extenſive Relation. | 


Wx cannot enough: regret the little 0 that has hitherto been MED to- 
' antient ARCHITECTURE, of which ſo many beautiful Models in this 
County are daily crumbling, to pieces. Among the Deſiderata therefore of 
dur Antiquarian knowlege, muſt be reckoned a Notitia of our Churches, * 
Caſtles &c. with faithful repreſentations; the tracery of Windows the mould. 
ings and turns of Arches, the rich and light derſſings of Pinnacles ang 
Buttreſſes, the foliage of Capitals, the clufier; of Pillars, the. diſpoſition =—- 
of Pilafters, the variations in.the oppoſite nde of the ſame Tranfept. and a 
thouſand nicer Articles both of Ornament and Uſe, to which We have 

5 ſcarce W FOE uametes are * to be attended to. 
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1 SEPVLEnnAL MONUMENTS ee u 


pcefyl moſt of the eier 


ones may ſeem) are Records of their reſpective Ages, having their ſeveral 


#ras, from the Coffin faſhioned Tomb with no figure at all, or only a Croſier, 


and ſeldom inſcribed, to the moſt ornamented Canopy or Chapel, which 
ended at the Reformation, when a ſtrange hair-brained Zeal began to ſhew 


itſelf againſt painted Glaſs, Stone Statues, and Grave Stones, many of which 
were defaced and utterly deſtroyed, along with other more valuable Monu- 
ments of the Church, *till Q. Elizabeth put a ſtop to theſe ſcandalous doin 


by an expreſs Act of Parliament. — In our late Civil Wars, and during the 


VOfurpation, our Zealots began again. theſe Depredations on Grave Stones, 
and ſtripped and pillaged them to the minuteſt piece of Metal. — I know 
it is urged, that their hatred to Popery was ſo great, that they could not 
- endure to fee an Orate pro Anima, or even a Croſs on a Monument without 
_ Tefacing it; but its plain, that it was more for the poor lucre of the Braſs, 
than Zeal, which tempted the Miſcreants to this Act. — Let no Man from 
hence ſay, Exegi Monumentum ere perennius in the ſtrict ſenſe of theſe words, 
for this Bris fro @ fames has robbed Us of moſt of the antient Monumental 
Inſcriptions that were in our Churches; and how many that ſurvived the 
violence of thoſe times, are ſuffered. to decay in this, removed, broke-ta 
Pieces, reſtored in an awkward manner, or even plain painted and white 
waſhed . — The want of taſte that ſuffers beautiful Pilaſters and Monu- 
ments of fine Marble &c. to be daubed with Plaiſter, or rich Capitals and 
Ornaments to be knocked off in every repair of our Cathedrals, Churches 
and Caftles, will juſtify the throwing by a mutilated Trunk, or ſelling im- 

erfect Braſſes, — thus Probendarics, k 

Parith Clerks and Sextons.  _. 


—— I doe love theſe auncient "ER R 
We never tread upon them but We ſet 
Our Foote upon ſome reverend Hiſtory: 
Aud queſtionleſs here in this open Court 
has hich now lies naked to the Injuries 
Of ſtormy Meat ber) 5 Men he enterred © 
Loved the Church” fo well, and gave ſo largel tot 
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esday; but all Things have their nd; 
Ke _ 0 ä that We have, 
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ectors Ong pins the nn of 


thou ht it ſhould have canopide their Fat 6 uh 
Chee and Citties ( which have Diſeaſes like to a5 0 3 by af” 
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Additions; but however I muſt beg kave to obſerve, what a matter. of 


. 6.) 


DaTEscor. Ingentorions in a fngular-Charadters; haye been hitherto 
kittle attended 97 or if given at all, not in the Original form. — An An-; 


tiquarian ſhould be aſhamed to give them * xt but by the lot of 
an fallibility, eyery Age leaves ſomething for the next to bnd—if 1 
Materials eſeape the Wreck and Changes of ſo long a Penod; - 


It was a ſingular good fortune of the laſt 45 to have given birth A 


OLLAR, Whoſe band has made Due p ATE and THoroTON's, Works 


moſt valuable Repoſitories of our ancient Sepulchral Monuments; and in the 
Heralds Office are many valuable Notes and Draughts of Monuments long 
ce defaced and loſt. — The Antiquarian Society too, have during a courſe of 


Pl 


Public does not receive ſuch frequent Preſents. from them. — The Pencil 
as eſſential as the Pen to illuſtrate Antiquities, thoſe who contribute 
tes of antient Monuments or Seals to County Hiſtories, promote 

Nass lege better, than by filling them with Views of Nen, Hales in- 

eren to none but the Owners Vanitgv. 17 


* 


W ; 
« rr 


Churches, aſtles and Manor Houſes, which in their mangled ſtate plane 
knowledge, are ſo many Evidences of Deſcents, Benefactions an 
Property, that ey ſhould be carefully attend to. The uſefullneſs of tha 
of Hiſtory which treats of Eh ALOGIES hath been Ss ſet, fortli 

py ſo many Locher 1s, that it wou'd be Vanity in me to pretend to make, 


zortance it is, to every Family, not excepting the meaneſt, to pay "ſome 
egard to their Pedigrees, as there are many conſiderable Eſtates in the 
Kingdom at this tin me in the poſſeſſion of thoſe (who are no more than 
Uſurpers) for want o tracing the right Heir and neglect of Pedigrees. — 
Viſitations of the Heralds my this purpoſe, began about the middle of the 


16th. Century, and the laſt held for this County Was in 1666, therefore 
ſuch as have negleRted.. to. bring down. the e eee their Pedigrees, 


may ſtill ah” ae in. e to their old; Family, Stock, by recording 


them in the Col N 930 Heralds Office at London, (Whoſe Books 


have always 2 


idence at Commen Lawq but if neglected 
in this G 


* EXE . be too late, and the Memorz Af Families. 


nd their connections become irrecoverably Joſt... — There was a time 


hen our Heralds were our ws Ws they muſt ſerve to aſbiſt our 
antiquarian —— l Some 


FA Years, cauſed many antient Monuments to be engraven by that faith-- 
ul Artiſt.GzoxGEe VErTUE; this is ſtill a part of their Plan, though the 


The feveral HeraLprc Remains in Windows, and ather 5 parts 7 our 
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Some Years ago a Society was formed in Ireland, to compile a Compleat 


* ory of the antient and preſent State of chat 5 * pn 
continued with great Suc oe: 


About this Bras time. Dr, BuzTon' of York publithed Propoſils wick j 
eries for a like Hiſtory of Vorkſhire, which met with f ch En 
ment, a8 enabled hj qe Se! us, the firſt Volume. of his Monaſbicon Eboracenſtz 
düt he ſoon after died, and the. remainder (bei Ape moſt valuable part of 
the Work) fell into RYE" ands, where in — it will FR 
unpubliſhed. 's "6 "ENS 


a 
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About three Vears ago, the i ingenious Dr. Gowzx followed the m0 


Plan 15 CHESH 12x, which ** Work the Fublic are in n expectati- 
ons o 


— 


It was theſe 8 joined with 1 Solkcitations ws * Opini- =_— 
on of fome Friends, that 1 me to make a ſimilar. attempt for the i 
County of Durham, — hence I haye'miutatis mutandis drawn up the following j 
Queries, by which it will apply; the taſk is too difficult for one Perſon to | 9 
compleat, without extraor dmg Ar aud nch if this Scheme ſhould merie 1 
the public Attention, fufſicient Materi s may ſoon be gathered, to give the 
moſt exact Account, — Though after all, I am ſo far from any Self Ambi- 

tion, either of Fame or Fortune from this undertaking, that "if any more 
able hand would cafe me of my future Labors, I will with pleaſure decline 
the Office, lend every Paper and Aſſiſtancę in my Power, and Subſcribe. he. 
berally towards this much wiſhed Tor Hiſtory. 
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The Requeſt therefore to ſuch as are deſtrous of promoting the Undertak- 
ing, is, that to each Query, they will pleaſe to write down their Reports (and 
tranſmit them to the Printer heresf)) confining themſelves to one Pariſh at a 1 
time, and diſtinguiſhing always between matter of Fact, Conjecture and : 
Tradition: Nor will any it is hoped omit ſuch Informations as hall occur 1 
to their thoughts, upon preſumption, that they can be of little uſe to the 

Public, or becauſe they have not leiſure to write down their Obferva tions 
ſo. regularly as they deſire, or that they cannot anſwer every Query; ſeeing 
that what We ſometimes judge mfignificant, may afterwards,” upon ſome 
application unthought of, appear very uſeful, and a regular and c 1 
Account of 5 is not N ſo much A cxpotted, as thort Mcmorials * 1 9 
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| The proceedin Obſervations and Remarks have informed and amuſed , 


; 
the Collector, — if they only amuſe ſuch Readers whoſe Purſuits are con- 


| | enial to his own, he Will be happy; — if they inform them, his Paſſion 
| or the Hiſtory and Antiquities * His Native Country, and the Honor 

this Palatinate,' becomes a Literary, and not a Pecumary Zeal to ſerve the 

Public, who may poſſibly trace the Hand that ſends them this 

Mw ir has not che 0 dence to ſubſcribe its _ 
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HY Clergy and Gentlemen 


1 IN, THE SEVERAL PARTS, -OT THE 


30 > COUNTY. PAL e 10 DURHAM. 
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-H AT is the Antient and Modern Name of Fees Pariſh -or r Town, 
and its Etymology? * 45 Bee's 


1 


2. By what other Pariſhes or . Townſhips is is it boundered, North and South, 
BR and Weſt, and what is its length and Wecth! ? 


9 2 What num ber of Townſhips, Hamletts, or M are in it, in LL, 


o_ Hundred, bog by or e yd 3 aud eg are e 


1 
4+ | What is the computed Nate of Houſes, Families and Enten 1 


5. Are there any and what . or Lordſhips in the Pariſh, and to 


whom do they belong? + 


6. What mage Cuſtoms, , Plviliges or remarkable Tenures' are in a 
| as Manors : Fr Len * * af io! a ; F oF : * 1 5 P48} 19 A 18 12 


7. Ae there. 3 SE or Scher 1 rss Wag, 
Feaſts, Games, or other Cuſtoms of that ſort uſed in your Pariſh? — W hat 


Jaters, arg, in Four. bangt y. what Names are t 
n 


2. 
C- 


| ez Commons, Waſtes, Warrens,. Mines, Quarries, Mills, 
Migeret Nh „ Mines, Qu 5 hey © cal, 


18 SIS £44 4 "73% 1 128 ug 


t See the 8 aalen for apt 17 5 5. 
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e Vulgar Traditions Sohcerning their Origin, and on what days kept? 
8. What Fivers; Rivulets, kel Mountains, Rocks,” Caves; Par, 


* 
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ge. Are there any Caſtles, Forts, Remains or Ruins of Monaſtefies, Rocks, 
Priories, Nunneries, Hermitages, Cells, or other Religious Houſes, Chapels 
of Eaſe, Donatives, Sanctuaries or Priviledged Places, Difſenting Meetings, 
Free Schools, Hoſpitals, Alms-houſes, Bridges, or other Public Buildings? 
When and by whom built, founded, endowed, or repaired, and who has 
the right of placing People in them, and how and by what means are re they 
ſupported, and what Traditions have you about them! ? £ 


10. Are there: any Lands or Money a apprpriabed to any particular Charity, 
by whom, and when, given or left, if by Deed or Will, give an Extract or 
aber a full Copy thereof, and by a the ſame is now paid? 


11. Are there any Roman Ways, Pavements, or Subterraneous Works, 
Camps or Intrenchments, Barrows or Tumuli, Altars, Croſſes, Obeliſks, 
Beacons, Stones fixed, or other pieces of Antiquity remaining in your Pariſh, 
What are they, b 7 What names called, and on what occaſi on placed, and what 
Traditions or Hiſtorical Accounts have you of them? 


12. Have there been any remarkable Battles fought, on what ſpot, by whom 
and when? 


13. Have there been any Altars, Statues, Medals, Cs, Theta, Al Tas 
ſtruments, Rings, Seals, or other pieces of Antiquity dug up or found in 


her on” ; when, * and by i and in whoſe * are 1 5 at 
Pre ent PF | 


0 What Manſion houſes or — Seats, the Nader ws | Qualiti 
of, the preſent. Owners, their Arms, Pedigrees, and whence they came? 


15. Are there in any of the ſaid Houſes, any remarkable Hiſtorieal Pidtures, 
pr. Portraits of eminent Perſons, curious Statues, Buits, TIT 8 . 
1 Ainfed. Glaſs, or other Things worthy notice? 


| 16. Has the Pariſh gi given Birch or Burial to any ume hor 
ur. * * rere, or or valuable Qualiications?,, * emine nt be Leng 


1 f or Know 5 7 of, any antient iti ; 
Hg — Died, WII. 89 Or 0 er Writin 05, 0 of oy Siiſe | C 
Language, in whoſe Hands and whether 009,00 W 85 Buße 
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Are there any and what Bridges, by whom built, how are they ſup- 


. of the Bridge, and width of the Arches? 


pay What: Markets or Fairs'are re kept in your Pariſh, and on what Days, 


and what Commodities are * brought there for Sale and what rn 
are taken? 


20. Are there any and what Manufadtories carried on in yours bann. and 


what nuinber of Hands are employed therein? 


% 


21. Wat is the Annual Rent or Value of the n nad Hotiſex in your 


Pariſh, Tovynſſup or Conſtablery, and how much Landtax is paid whoa at 
45: in the Pon ? — What is your Poor Rate a Pound? — And what is 
the general EPs for Lands, Arable Meadow and Paſture ? ? 


22. What is generally a Days Wages for Labourers in Hofbandey and 
other Work, and what per day, for Carpenters, Maſons 8. Taylors, Kc. * 


EL What are the preſent Prices of Proviſions, Beef, Veal; Mutton, Lamb; 
or 


K, Pigs, waged T urkies, Ducks, Chickens, Rabbits, Butter, Milk and 
Cheeſe? * 


IN what Deanry does your Church or Chapel "EY 3 — Is it Jecke 
. ted to any and what Saint. — When and by whom was it built; — Has 
it a Tower or Spire. What are its Pimenſions, Alles, Chancel, Altars, Chan- 
teries, and number of Bells. | 


25. Isita Rectory, Vicarage, Curacy, or Donative — Who are the pre- 
ſent and paſt Patrons and Incumbents as far back as you can trace? — To 
whom do the Great and Small Tyths belong. Is there any and what Glebe. 
Have you any Terrier thereof, What Lands are Tyth free and why. What 


_ the Queens Bounty, and when? 


26. When does Pariſh Regiſter begin if app canons Eaves or l. 
arm Rode ge cha Go? 


WR p 


tex by Public or Private Coſt; what number of Arches, the length and 


Modules, by whom, and for what Lands paid. What are the Particularities 
or Modes of Tything. What are the Firft Fruits, Tenths, Procurations, Sy- 
nodals &c. What is the Living reputed to be worth per Aunum. Has! it had 
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"£7 What number of People have been chriſt ned, married, and A weer 
for theſe ten years laſt paſt? | 


28. Are there any Vaults or Burig Places peculiar to any ut what anti. 
ent Families, in What oy of che e and to whom do they Kong! f 
yr 9. | Is there any thing uncommon. in your Font or r Altar Piece 2357 81 


8 


30. What are or were the Inſcriptions and Arms on your: Bells, Commu- 
nion Plate, or other Church Furniture, and what Plates have you? 3:7 


1. Are there any antient or modern Monuments, Grave Stories; dr Arms, 
in the Church, Chancel, or Church Vard; Give a particular account thereof, 
where placed, Whether Mural, Proftrate, or Altar Tombs, Stone or Marble, 
with true Literatim Copies of the Inſcriptions and Arms, (if any worthy 
notice ) diſtinguiſhing ſuch in particular as are on Braſs Plates? 


32+ + Are there any Paintings! in the Windows, either of Figures or Arms; ; | 
as a Copy or Deſcription and where placed! 


33. 155 there any Tables of Benefactions or 3 Parochial Memorials, 


on any of the Walls either- within or without the Church, pleaſe to copy 
Gem at full len gth? 


34. Have you any Parochial Library ? 
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